
Year 1 English Overview 

Keep revising: TSRW (Think, Say, Write, Read)  Punctuation- capital letters, finger spaces, full stops 

Autumn 1 
 

Bridging Unit 
Harry the Happy Mouse 
 

2 Weeks  Recognising rhyme (ELG) 

 Enjoy and recite rhymes and poems by heart 

Autumn 1 Supertato – Sue Hendra & Paul Linnet 
 

2 Weeks  Identify characters (good vs. bad) 

 Character description (wanted poster) 

 Writing in role 

 Plan own story 
 

Autumn 1 
Narrative 

Books by the same author - Jill Murphy 
Peace at Last 
All In One Piece 
On the Way Home 
 

3 Week  Author Study 

 Character description 

 Comparisons 

 Innovation 

Autumn 2 
Non-fiction 

Instructions/ Non-fiction text 
How to build a rocket 
Light and dark (big book) 

2 Weeks  Instructional language 

 Labelling 

 Captions 

Autumn 2 
Narrative 

Fantasy 
The Long Way Home- Oliver Jeffers 

1 week  Develop a word bank of adjectives 

 Describe a setting  

 Create a setting 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Descriptive Writing 
Text TBC 
 

1 week  ‘ing’ suffix 

Autumn 2 
Non-fiction 

Storytelling/Christmas 
Hansel and Gretel 
Nativity  
Elf on the shelf 

3 Weeks  Raise questions during the reading process 

 Become familiar with a story 

 Re-tell a story 
 

Spring 1 
Narrative 

Traditional Tales 
Three Billy goats gruff 
(Pie Corbett) 

2 Weeks  Imitation- sequence/ events in order 

 Innovation- use familiar plots for structuring a story 

 Independent Application/ write sentences with capital letters and full stops 

 Compose and sequence own sentences to write short stories  
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Spring 1 
Non-fiction 

Non- Fiction 
Wanted posters 

1 Weeks  List 

 Use of commas  

 Use of ‘and’  

 Character description 

Spring 1 
Poetry 

Poems for learning by heart 
The runaway train 
Weather poems 
 

2 Week  Performance 

 Re-tell 

 Innovation- orally plan and rehearse ideas 

Spring 2 
Narrative 

Traditional Tales 
Snow white 
Cinderella 

2 Weeks  Sequence and discuss main events  

 Chunk a plot 

 Comparison 
 

Spring 2 
Non-
Fiction 

Non Chronological reports / Other non 
fiction 
Royal Life report 
Menu 
Invites 

3 Weeks  Collect information 

 Use headings and subheadings 

 Features of a non- fiction text 

 Using ‘but’ when comparing Tudor Life 

Spring 2 
Narrative 

Easter Story 1 week  Sequence events in order 

 Re-tell 

  

Summer 1 
Narrative 

Stories with repetitive patterns/ 
structure  
The Big Carrot (Pie Corbett) 

3 Weeks  Imitation- sequence/ events in order 

 Innovation- use familiar plots for structuring a story 

 Independent Application/ write sentences with capital letters, full stops, 
question marks and exclamation marks  

Summer 1 
Poetry 
 

Poems for learning by heart 
The Old Lady who Swallowed a Fly 
 

1 Weeks  Prepare poems to read aloud 

 Use appropriate intonation, tone and volume 

 Read and analyse in order to plan and write own versions 

Summer 1 
Non Fiction 

Recount of familiar events 
Trip- Victorian seaside  

1 Weeks  Group related material into paragraphs 

 Chronological Order 

 Use time connectives 

Summer 2 
Narrative 

Stories from a different culture 
Zahra  

1 Weeks  Letter writing 

 Compare different cultures (UK and Africa) 
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 Inferences of characters thoughts and feelings 
 

Summer 2 
Narrative 

Sally & the Limpet 2 weeks  Imitation- sequence/ events in order 

 Innovation- use familiar plots for structuring a story 

 Independent Application/ write sentences with capital letters, full stops, 
question marks and exclamation marks 

Summer 2 
Poem 

Poems on a theme 
The Sound collector 

2 Weeks  Prepare poems to read aloud 

 Use adjectives/ descriptive language 

 Independent application 

Summer 2  
Non fiction 

Recount  
Recount of our school trip 
Moz the monster 

2 weeks   Diary entry 

 Recount of event  

 


